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Unsettling Ideas

The French intellectual movement called the
Enlightenment continues to cause upheaval.
Initial debates around man’s autonomy have led
to questions about the absolute power of the
monarchs and the Church. Some believe this
type of thinking is directly responsible for the
current war in the American colonies. Others
predict a similar upheaval in Europe - perhaps
in France. There is no doubt that this concept
of personal liberty is dangerous in the extreme.

Unsettling Behaviour

The loss of the Americas is deeply troublesome
to our dear King, whose sensibilities are further
aggravated by his eldest son’s association with
the Catholic Miss Fitzherbert. Could this be
why at a recent concert playing the music of
Handel, the King interrupt the musicians,
he acted inappropriately towards
Lady Pembroke, and assaulted his
aforementioned troublesome son?

New Lands

The First Fleet of 11 ships carrying 736 convicts,
17 convicts’ children, 211 marines, 27 marines’
wives, 14 marines’ children and about 300 officers
set sail for Botany Bay, Australia where a settlement
was established at Sydney Cove on 26 January. It is
likely that this day will be remembered forever.

New Uses for Old Lands
Farming methods have improved prodigiously in
our lifetime. The ‘three field’ system of crop rotation
has been replaced with the previously fallow third
field now planted with turnips. Not only does this
nutritious root restore the soil’s fertility, but also,
when harvested, it provides ample nourishment for
our livestock. Our animals are now able to grow
in both size and number, providing us with greater
amounts of meat, wool and milk. More animals
need more space and thanks to the Enclosure Acts,
common lands, previously tilled by peasants as they
chose, are now fenced in and used for grazing.

Unrest

The adoption of the enclosure method of farming has met
with disfavour in Ireland. While the repurposing of fields
from growing crops to raising cattle, has forced a number of
small labourers off the land, as owners of the land, it is our duty
to make best use of it. We condemn the secret oath-bound societies
recently formed among the peasantry. These groups calling
themselves Whiteboys roam the fields at night, levelling our fences
and maiming our cattle. Frequently, the Cork cavalry are called
from the city to neighbouring towns in quest of these
insurgents, meditating mischief.

Unwilling

We have heard that there is further unrest among the peasants
due the Tithe system. While we may conceive, that paying 10%
of all one’s income to the Church of Ireland may be tiresome particularly when one’s 100% is meagre and the Church of Ireland
is not one’s Church - this is no excuse for rebellion and complaint.
Compared to previous years, Catholics now have opportunities.
The Penal Laws - those restrictions on their religious, political
and economic activities - have been lessened. Catholics may
now be educated, own a horse and lease land.
However, despite these relaxations, it grieves us to
acknowledge that the peasant class of Catholic
is still unwilling to better his situation.

uring the interment of a corpse in
St. Fin Barry’s churchyard, a young
woman, decently dressed, was detected
picking a gentleman’s pocket which he soon
discovered, and on examining her, found no
less than seven handkerchiefs upon her, which
were restored to the owners. The populace
afterwards set the culprit in the stocks, where
they threw several things at her, till it was
thought she received sufficient punishment
for such practices.
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esterday one Roger Massey, an illiterate
fellow, being in the Exchange, handed
a letter to a man to read for him, which he
has just received from a servant belonging to
a gentleman near this city, who is the wife of
one Dennis Conner, the purport of which was,
desiring him to renew a dose for her husband,
as the former had not the desired effect, he
being the only obstacle to their happiness. A
parish constable standing near observed the
contents immediately apprehended the villain,
carried him before the Right Worshipful the
Mayor, and the intended victim being sent for,
who after the shock of his wife’s infidelity was
over, lodged examinations against the said
Massey, for having given him, some days ago,
as a cure for a severe cold, 16 pills, which he
at different times had taken without any other
injury than being delirious for some time.
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EAST Honor Lyne, otherwise Brown,
should aKempt ruining me in debt, I
do hereby caution the public from crediting
her on my account, as I will not pay any
Debts contracted by her. Given under my
hand at Gurtrough the 12th Jan, 1772.
THOMAS BROWN
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Filth

While the centre of our city has seen
many improvements of late, the North and South
suburbs where the poorer sort of inhabitants dwell, are
never free from dysentry and fever.
The confined and crowded nature of the laneways; the
uncommon filthiness of their persons and habitations;
the fermenting dunghills of night soil; the pigs roaming
freely in the filth, create a constant miasma of effluvia.
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Foul

A most inhuman murder was committed on
a woman by name of Margaret Collins, at
Gurrane near Dunmanway. This unholy deed was
committed by her husband, who desired to punish
her for a lack of assistance in the conveyance of
some stolen staves. The barbarous villain lured her
to a mountain pass, the lonesomeness of which
seemed fitting for his diabolical purpose.
He strangled her, broke her neck, her nose,
her right arm, and three of her fingers, mangled
her body in a most shocking manner, and
then buried it in a bog.

On wash day the inhabitants leave their disgusting rags
to air on the fine equestrian statue of our late King,
George II. This and bathing in the river, is a breech of
the law and offenders are punished swiftly.

Spare a Thought

for Lady Rochfort who has been released after an
imprisonenment of 31 years. The reason for her
imprisonment was the suspicious nature of her
husband, the Earl of Belvedere, who believed that
she committed adultery. Although she was allowed
no visitors during her years of incarceration, she was
fed and had a good wardrobe and was allowed in the
garden provided she was accompanied by a servant
whose duty it was to ring a bell constantly in order
to alert other users of the garden of her presence.
Her unhappy imprisonement has recently ceased
due to the death of her husband.

In fact, an innovative new pillory has been put into
operation. The new design forces the criminal to stand
upright, and by moving on a swivel, ensures that
during the time of punishment, the face
is exposed in every direction.

Furze

A gentleman and his servant who were buried by
the Whiteboys up to their chins since 12 o’clock
the night. The Whiteboys - those Rural Rebels,
waging war against Enclosure and the Tithe Laws,
had placed glass and furze at the base of the holes
to aggravate and inflame the feet of their captives.

Food

A new meat, fish, poultry, and vegetable market
was opened on the South Mall.

An Striking Thought

The Kingstons of Mitchelstown have a new
governess, a woman called Mary Wollstonecraft,
who has notions about women’s rights and
freedoms. We have heard she believes that
women can be taught to use their minds uttering
statements such as: “taught from infancy that
beauty is woman’s sceptre, the mind shapes itself to
the body, and roaming round its gilt cage,
only seeks to adorn its prison.”

Perish the Thought

It has long been held that heiresses are particularly
vulnerable to attention from impoverished Irish peers,
but with the hanging of Garret Byrne and James Strange
it is hoped that the practice of abduction will cease in
popularity. Sisters Catherine (15) and Ann Kennedy (14),
possessing both natural beauty and a respectable legacy,
found themselves objects of the attention of Byrne and
Strange, and one evening were carried off forecably on
horseback. Their abductors coerced them into marriage,
violated them and held them captive, leading their
pursuers a merry chase across the country for five weeks.
Finally the girls were rescued from a ship in Wicklow Bay.
Byrne and Strange were hanged, the judiciary determined
to stamp out the craze for abduction. Some say that
Catherine and Ann were too quick to show themselves
in society after this adventure.

A Novel Thought

The accepted notion that the purpose of marriage is to
build political or economic alliances is lately being placed
under scrutiny.... as a result of a fictional piece of writing!
Pamela, a ‘novel’ by Samuel Richardson, traces the story
of a young girl who, through her determination and
resulting love match, is leading other ladies to think about
their feelings and rights to seek a romantic union.

